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 Reading Public Schools hosted its first annual Parent University in October.  The event was sponsored by the Reading 

Cooperative Bank and over 150 parents attended the keynote and workshop sessions. 

 

 The Reading Public Schools held the 13th annual ArtsFest, which showcases student art work, drama, and music 

performances. 

 

 The William Endslow Performing Arts Center came alive with student performances from our elementary, middle, and high 

school choral groups, as well as our middle and high school bands and ensembles. Outside of the performing arts center, 2D 

and 3D art work and photographs from grades 1-12 were also displayed up and down Main Street.  

 

 This past April, Reading was the host to the eleventh annual Blueprint for Educational Excellence National Institute. 

Close to 900 educators gathered together, including 350 educators from outside of Reading, to attend professional 

development sessions which featured a wide range of prominent speakers and presenters. 

 

 Reading Public Schools is in the fourth year of three federal grants; Project Aware grant, Drug Free Communities grant and 

School Climate Transformation grant.  These grants will be used to address the social-emotional well-being of students Prek 

– 12 and substance abuse in our schools and community. 

 

 The Office of Student Services continues to create and strengthen the in-district special education programs to better meet the 

needs of our students.  Students within our programs our showing progress toward meeting goals, staff are continuing to 

improve their practice and as appropriate students are returning to our district from out of district placements. 

 

 The Office of Student Services continues to provide training and professional development opportunities for all staff.  During 

this past year the teacher in the Bridge program have worked with the Landmark Outreach program to strengthen their work 

with students.  The Special Education teachers continued to work in their professional learning communities where they had 

the opportunity to collaborate on best practices, create vertical alignment and improve instruction for students.  In addition, 

many of our special educators have provided training and leadership within the district through workshops or collaboration to 

support growth of their colleagues. 

 

 The Therapeutic Support program (TSP) at Killam made many positive changes that have allowed them to increase support 

for students and have some students transition back to the district from out of district placements.  These shifts in practice 

were a result of the addition of a school adjustment counselor dedicated to the program and the leadership of the Team Chair 

and Building Principal, 

 

 Several Reading students participated in the School Day Games as part of the Massachusetts Special Olympics. 

 

 The Reading Public Schools enters the third year of the partnership with the Wakefield Public Schools to offer programming 

for our post-graduate special education students. 

 

RMHS 

 

 A World of Difference program began its seventh year.   “A World of Difference” (AWOD) at RMHS is a student-led group 

focusing on contributing to a positive school and community culture. 

 

 

GUIDANCE 

 
 RMHS students continue to participate in Virtual High School (VHS) courses.  

 

 Eight RMHS students were recognized as Commended Students as part of the National Merit Scholarship program.  

 



 207 RMHS students scored 3 or above on Advanced Placement Exams. 34 students recognized as AP Scholars, 17 

recognized as AP Scholar with Honors and 15 recognized as AP Scholars with Distinction and 1 National AP Scholar.  

 

 Based on tenth grade MCAS scores, 206 students in the Class of 2018 have initially qualified for the Stanley Koplik Award 

and 73 students qualify for the Abigail Adams Scholarship. 

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 

 The RMHS Science Department welcomes Alexander Pancic and Bill Shevory to our high school. 

 

Alexander Pancic joins the Science Department as a Chemistry teacher. He is a graduate of SUNY-Buffalo (B.S. Chemistry) 

and Tufts University (M.S. Environmental Engineering). Alexander also served in the US Peace Corps in Cameroon.  He 

comes to Reading from Boston Public Schools where he has been teaching Chemistry and Environmental Science for the past 

11 years. Prior to teaching, Alexander worked in the fields of Environmental Engineering and Consulting. 

 

Bill Shevory joins the Science Department as a Physics teacher. He is a graduate of U-MASS  

Amherst (B.S. Mechanical Engineering) and Endicott College (M. Ed. Organizational Management). He is happy to be 

returning to the classroom after working as a school administrator in Salem and Malden for the past ten years. Prior to this, 

Bill started his career teaching middle school science and then spent many years teaching Physics. 

 

 Activities: Environmental Club - regularly collects recycling from hallways and classrooms at RMHS. They also maintain the 

traffic island near the high school. A subset of the club competes in the Envirothon Competition every year. 

 

 Envirothon - 5 students competed in the Massachusetts Envirothon in May 2017 in Ecostations related to Forestry, Wildlife, 

Water, and Soils.  Their Current Issue Presentation was about Protecting Farm Soils. 

 

 Science Olympiad - 18 students competed in the State Science Olympiad on March 18, 2017 placing 14th in the state out of 

over 50 teams.  We placed in the top 10 in 9 events, including 3 medals.  Over 20 students have been preparing since 

September for this year's competition which will be on March 17, 2018.  We also competed at the MIT Invitational Olympiad 

in January 2017. 

 

 Young Engineers Club - During the 2016-2017 school year, Young Engineers were assigned the task of designing and 

fabricating an adaptive eating utensil (spoon) for persons with limited dexterity and gross motor skills. They used 3D printers 

to create their own prototypes from student generated designs. 

 

 MITRE Bedford Young Women in Engineering Workshop 

On Friday, October 27th, students Sophia Lorenzetti, Stephanie Goldner, Sarah Dolan-Murphy, Katie Stathoulopoulos, 

Trinity Merren and Emma Weston attended MITRE Bedford Young Women in Engineering Workshop. The day-long session 

provided students the opportunity to experience the creativity and innovation of engineering, science, and technology through 

demonstrations, presentations, panel discussion and interactive design session with female engineers from The MITRE 

Corporation. The overall goal of this workshop is to enlighten college-bound girls about Engineering as a major.  

 

 Biogen’s Adventures in Biotechnology Summer Program 

Student Autumn Hendrickson, participated in Biogen’s Adventures in Biotechnology Summer Program. During the week-

long program, Autumn conducted a hands-on lab project, met and interacted with scientists and other biotech professionals 

and got an inside view of a major biotech company located in Cambridge, MA. 

 

 Guest Speakers: 

“Waste Water Treatment”, Meg Tabasco, Massachusetts Water Resource Authority (Chemistry) 

 

“Wave Power for Marine Drones”, Amelia Panek, U.S. Naval Academy & RMHS ‘14 (Presented to Principles of 

Engineering and AP Chemistry) 

“A Nurse Practitioner Degree”, Jess Blaney, LNP - Pediatric Nurse Practitioner spoke about NP schooling, boards, and 

licenses. She talked about her daily job and how the profession differs from a PA and a doctor. (Anatomy) 

 

“Living with HIV”, HIV Positive Person from Partners in Sex Education (Epidemic Disease) 

 



“Breakthrough Starshot”, Parent and Physicist Dr. Vlad Liberman visited AP and Honors Physics classes in Spring 2017 to 

update us about the work being done at Lincoln Labs which will revolutionize the way scientists approach interstellar travel. 

(Physics) 

 

“Gravitational Waves” Tufts Professor of Cosmology Ken Olum is scheduled to visit physics classes on Tuesday November 

21, 2017 and provide us with an update on the work being done at LIGO. (Physics) 

 

“Experiencing Haiti”, Rachel Vinciguerra, Class of 2010 - As an enrichment activity following a class read of Tracy Kidder’s 

Mountains Beyond Mountains: The Quest of Dr. Paul Farmer, A Man Who Would Cure the World, RMHS Alumnus Rachel 

Vinciguerra skyped in to discuss her work on gender equality issues at Pwoje Espwa Orphanage in Les Cayes, Haiti and as 

part of her master’s program at University of Pittsburgh. (Epidemic Disease) 

 

“Haiti-Service Learning”, Cristina Cuscuna, Class of 2012 – Cristina is a nursing student at St. Joseph’s University in Maine. 

She spoke to EpiD students about her service learning experience in Haiti. (Epidemic Disease) 

 

“Girl Rising”, RMHS’ Girl Rising Club visited the Advanced Placement-Honors Environmental Science class during Winter 

2017 to present on the plight of female education in developing countries.  Their class discussion brought to light the 

imbalance of education and equity for girls and young women and their socioeconomic, environmental and cultural impacts. 

 

 Field Trips  

Biogen Community Lab, PCR Lab (AP Biology) and ELISA Immuno-Assay Lab ( EpiD) 

 

Smallpox in Colonial Boston, Student-led Historical Walking Tour (EpiD) 

 

 Events: 

Former Astronaut and Columbia University Mechanical Engineering Professor Mike Massimino visited Reading Memorial 

High School on Friday, November 3, 2017 to shared his personal story and path to STEM. The primary goal of Dr. 

Massimino’s visit was to inspire students to consider STEM and learn of opportunities in these fields. It included Mike 

Massimino’s personal narrative and path to STEM, as well as some more technical components of his mechanical 

engineering work. 

 

Mike Massimino is a former NASA Astronaut and a Professor of Mechanical Engineering at Columbia University. He is also 

the senior advisor for space programs at the Intrepid Sea, Air, and Space Museum. He flew two missions aboard space 

shuttles Columbia (2002) and Atlantis (2009) to service the Hubble Space Telescope. He also holds the title of being the first 

astronaut to “tweet” from space. Unofficially, Dr. Massimino is known as the celebrity spokesperson for NASA, as he hosts 

specials on the Science, National Geographic and Discovery Channels and is regularly featured as a guest expert on national 

and cable news shows. Dr. Mike Massimino has also made several appearances as himself on the TV hit comedy “The Big 

Bang Theory” and has been a guest on many late-night talk shows including The Late Show with David Letterman and The 

Late Late Show with Craig Ferguson. In 2016. Dr. Massimino published his autobiography, Spaceman: An Astronaut’s 

Unlikely Journey to Unlock the Secrets of the Universe.   

Dr. Massimino was accompanied by Dean of Undergraduate Admissions Jessica Marinaccio who opened the assembly with a 

brief overview of Columbia University.  

The event was coordinated by RMHS Guidance and Science Departments. 

 

 Professional Development: 

 

Ray Albright, Jenn Cambra, Fiona Schuette and Mary Anne Lynn participated in Lesley University Institute for Trauma 

Sensitivity (LIfTS) led by Sara Burd, Reading’s Director of Social Emotional Learning. Jenn Cambra and Mary Anne Lynn 

completed course 1. Ray Albright and Fiona Schuette completed courses 1-3. These graduate level mindfulness courses wer 

designed to help staff support their students by understanding self-care, mindfulness and the skills and tools that can be 

developed through a practice of mindfulness and meditation. 

 

 Fiona Schuette attended the 2017 SECURE XIX Conference, with guest speaker and New York Times bestseller Dan Harris.  

He has written "10 Percent Happier," and speaks about the benefits of mindfulness.  The SECURE Conference took place at 

Assabet Valley Technical High School in Marlborough.  Other speakers included District Attorney Marian Ryan and Tara 

Healey, Program Director Mindfulness Based Learning at Harvard Pilgrim Health. 

 



 Fiona Schuette and Jennifer Cambra completed the course ‘Strategies to Enhance Instruction for English Language Learners 

in the Classroom’ offered through The Education Cooperative (TEC) during Summer 2017. 

 

 Mary Anne Lynn participated in an Evolution Workshop sponsored by The Leakey Foundation and WGBH in Fall 2016. 

During the workshop teachers explored new resources for teaching evolution and participated in a discussion with an 

evolutionary biologist who clarified common misconceptions about evolution and how to address them in the classroom. 

 

 Michele Chiappini (Summer-Fall 2017) participated in Reading Public Schools sponsored Studying Students and Students’ 

Work using a Neurodevelopmental Lens: Teaching All Kinds of Minds. This course, taught by School Reform Initiative 

instructor Gene Thompson Grove supports K-12 educators as they develop a better understanding of how to adapt instruction 

and design targeted interventions based on students’ neurodevelopmental learning profiles. Participants learn to use the All 

Kinds of Minds framework and a strength-based approach to support students’ uniquely wired minds, and to create more 

effective accommodations, learning tasks and environments. The course methodology includes hands-on exercises, case 

studies and guided practice. In September, we will learn to use SRI’s RtI and Child Study team meeting protocols with 

student cases from participants' schools. 

 

 Former Physics teacher Steve Cogger served on the DESE "MCAS Physics Assessment Development Committee" during the 

2016-2017 school year.  

 

 Nancy Najmi remains involved with TheoryNet, a Northeastern University sponsored collaboration between physics 

researchers and high school physics teachers, attending the January 2017 and September 2017 meetings. 

 

 Mary Anne Lynn attended the “Genetics and Social Justice” Summer Institute 2017 organized by the Personal Genetics 

Education Project at Harvard Medical School. The Personal Genetics Education Project raises awareness and sparks 

conversation about the potential benefits as well as the ethical, legal, and social implications of personal genetics. The 

workshop provided new content, activities, discussion, and strategies for facilitating discussions in the classroom and 

community. 

 

 Kara Gleason and Mary Anne Lynn presented a session at Primary Source’s Revisiting Early America Workshop held at 

Natick High School in July 2017. Resources and instructional strategies from the RMHS interdisciplinary course History and 

Science of Epidemic Disease were used to develop the workshop. A description of the workshop follows.  

 

 “A Destroying Angel:” Smallpox in Colonial Boston and the Debate over Inoculation 

In 1721 a smallpox epidemic terrorized Boston sickening approximately half of the population and causing numerous deaths. 

While the city had faced outbreaks before and would fare them again what was unique about this particular epidemic was the 

tumultuous debate over inoculation.   Based on unit highlights from a co-taught course titled History and Science of 

Epidemic Disease, strategies included in this interactive and interdisciplinary session will include visual literacy techniques, 

teaching with biography, primary source analysis, discussion methodology, and ideas for a student-led walking tour.   

 
ROBOCKETS 

 
 Competed at the North Shore District Event (in Reading), finished with a record of 15-5, ranked 4th out of 40 teams and won 

the event. 

 

 Won the District Engineering Inspiration Award at the North Shore District Event 

 

 Competed at the Southeastern Mass District Event (in Bridgewater, MA) finished with a record of 8-6, ranked 7 out of 40 

teams and made it to the quarterfinals 

 

 Won the Entrepreneurship Award sponsored by Kleiner Perkins Caufield and Byers at the Southeastern Mass District Event 

 

 Qualified for the New England Championship in Durham NH. 

 

 Competed at the New England Championship and finished with a record of 6-6 and ranked 45 out of 65 teams. 

 

 Qualified for the World Championship in St. Louis, MO. 



 

 Help sponsor and run the Science Fair. 

 

 Exhibited the robot at Reading's Friends and Family Day (Town Day) 

 

 Exhibited the robot at the Reading Town Fair 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
 Mike Miele (2017) was accepted as a volunteer tour guide at the Massachusetts State House where for the second year in a 

row he offered tours to visitors of this historic building. 

 

 Students in the History and Science of Epidemic Disease course created and led tour talks in downtown Boston on the subject 

of Smallpox in Colonial Boston.  The course also hosted a guest speaker from Positive Educators Reaching Youth who spoke 

about living with HIV and resilience in the face of difficulties. 

 

 RMHS Alumni Rachel Vinciguerra (Class of 2010) and Cristina Cuscuna (Class of 2012) spoke to the History & Science of 

Epidemic Disease class on topics related to service learning experiences in Haiti and research work on gender equality issues 

which Rachel presented to a committee at the United Nations 

 

 Students in RMHS Facing History elective took part in an all-day field trip centered around viewing the film Schindler’s List 

and a seminar discussion of the central themes of the film/course  

 

 Members of the Social Studies department serve as advisers to the following clubs and groups:  Politics Club, Girl Rising, 

Habitat for Humanity, the RMHS Book Club, Model United Nations, the National Honor Society, and the Class of 2021.  

 

 Jess Bailey helped lead 30+ students to work for Habitat for Humanity building homes in North Carolina over this summer    

 

 Three officers of the Girl Rising Club - Catherine Grayson, April McKie, Sam Williams -attended the Middlesex District 

Attorney’s annual Women’s Leadership Conference.  

 

 The Politics Club was created by students Jake Kansella and Junaid Baig, Jessica Bailey is the advisor  

 

 Eight students attended Boston University Model United Nations 2017 in Boston, MA and 20 students attended National 

High School Model United Nations Conference in NYC 2017 

 

 The RMHS Book Club hosted an author visit with local author Tara Sullivan who discussed her book The Bitter Side of 

Sweet 

 

 Members of the Social Studies also served as coaches in Athletic department at RMHS.  John Fiore (Head Football, Assistant 

Spring Track), Dave Blanchard (Head Baseball, Coordinator Football), Paul Morrissey (Head Boys Basketball) and Jim 

DeBenedictis (Head Girls Basketball)  

 

 Select members of the Social Studies department took part in Professional Development offered through Primary Source 

(www.primarysource.org) on the following topics:  Modern African History, Turning Points in Latin American History and 

Culture, Teaching Current Events with Context, and Historical Literacy Skills. 

 

 Kara Gleason and Mary Anne Lynn led a workshop session on Smallpox in Colonial Boston at a summer institute for 

teachers titled Revisiting Early America which was organized by the non-profit global education organization Primary 

Source.  

 

 Jim DeBenedictis attended AP Institute in St. Johnsbury, VT over the summer  

 

 Kara Gleason was accepted into and attended the selective National Endowment for the Humanities African Americans in the 

Making of Early New England Landmarks Workshop. 



 Caroline Allison led a workshop session on Immigrant Soldiers in the US Civil War at a summer institute for teachers titled 

Revisiting Early America which was organized by the non-profit global education organization Primary Source. 

 

 Jeff Ryan led 40 + students over this past summer to Hungary, Serbia, Romania and Bulgaria  

 

 Gary d’Entremont, aided by Jess Bailey, led 26 students to London over April vacation  

 

 Kara Gleason & Gary d'Entremont served as cooperating practitioners (mentor teachers) to student teachers from UMass 

Lowell and UMass Boston. 

 

 John Fiore presented a workshop at Primary Source on Walls of the 20th Century: Thematic Strategies for Teaching the Issue 

of Racism in Cold War.  It is part of Primary Source's Expressions of American Power at Home and Abroad.  

 

ENGLISH 

 

Building Community & Relationships  

 Summer Reading: To promote a culture of reading & engagement, approximately 30 faculty and staff across disciplines 

offered their favorite book selections for students to choose from for summer reading.  In September during a Flex Block, 

students met with these book sponsors for a discussion.  Student leaders assisted teachers with group discussions and 

reflected on this activity and their books in English classes that day.  This whole-school activity was deemed a success by 

students and staff alike. 

 

 Honors Diverse Voices:  Leia Richardson’s Semester 1 seniors presented to their peers, Dr. John Doherty, and members of 

HRAC (Human Relations Advisory Committee) for their final exam.  They read diverse and inclusionary novels and created 

proposals for adoption of these texts to diversify the English curriculum.  During Semester 2, her students went to the 

Reading Public Library to read books, make crafts, and celebrate diversity and inclusion as a program offering on an Early 

Release day. 

 

 Creative Writing:  Students in Kate Crosby and Dan Donato’s Semester 1 senior Creative Writing classes did a black box 

reading of originally crafted short stories to celebrate and appreciate their work and the written word.   

 

 Honors British Literature:  Juniors in Zac Broken Rope’s class wrote and delivered children’s stories to the RISE preschool 

that were inspired by Geoffrey Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales.   

 

 Poetry:  Seniors in Leia Richardson’s Poetry electives created and taught a poetry lesson to students at Killam Elementary. 

 Seniors led the youngsters in creating memory poems based on a picture. 

 

 Seniors from Alexandra Lynch’s Poetry class taught a poetry lesson related to To Kill a Mockingbird to Christina Clawson’s 

freshmen who were studying the novel. 

 

 English 11: The Power of Narrative: In the spring of 2017, in conjunction with Kevin Bohmille (Reading’s Veterans’ Service 

Officer), Audra Williams' English 11: Power of Narrative classes took the This Reading Life feature storytelling project and 

turned it into a community endeavor. Inspired by Tim O'Brien's The Things They Carried, a novel about soldiers' experiences 

in the Vietnam War, students invited veterans living in the Reading community to RMHS in order to hear and record their 

first-hand experiences. Students, as amateur storytellers, crafted stories and learned what it was like to serve our country. 

These stories, from World War II to the Gulf War to those who served during peacetime, from all branches of the military, 

are forever recorded.  Their stories are located on the town’s website at: 

https://www.readingma.gov/public-services/veteran-services/news/this-reading-life-rmhs-students-interview-veterans  

 

Curriculum & Professional Development 

 

 Senior Electives: In the 2016-2017 school year, the English Department implemented Senior Electives to allow 

upperclassmen more choice in their studies, thereby increasing engagement.  During the school year and the summer of 2016, 

English teachers created and developed curriculum for six Strong College Prep and Honors semester-based electives. 

 Courses include Film in Literature, Philosophy of Literature, Creative Writing, Poetry, and Diverse Voices.   

 

https://www.readingma.gov/public-services/veteran-services/news/this-reading-life-rmhs-students-interview-veterans


 Collapsed Level Professional Development: In November and December, the English Department is involved in ongoing 

professional development with Keys to Literacy.  The goal is to learn and implement strategies to differentiate instruction in 

heterogeneous groupings at the Strong College Prep level, grades 9-12.  Separately, the department also attended a full day 

session with consultant Gene Thompson-Grove in October.  

 

 Zac Broken Rope, Maura Correa, Christina Clawson, Jennifer Baskin, and Leia Richardson worked on differentiation 

strategies and curriculum development over the summer in preparation for collapsed levels as well. 

 

 AP Language & Composition: Audra Williams attended the College Board’s AP Institute this July in St. Johnsbury, VT.  The 

department plans on expanding our AP offerings by implementing AP Language & Composition in school year 2017-2018. 

 

 Audra Williams participated in Lesley University’s Institute for Trauma Sensitivity (LIfTS) and will complete the course this 

year for certification. 

 

 Alexandra Lynch took Gene Thompson-Grove’s “Teaching All Kinds of Minds” course in August. 

 

 Zachary Broken Rope completed his Master’s degree with American International College in the spring. 

 

 Independent Study: Recent graduate Kyle Mungenast completed a senior project under the advisement of Leia Richardson. 

 Kyle wrote and directed a one act play. 

 

Club Activities   

 

 The New Currency: The New Currency is the literary and visual arts magazine of Reading Memorial High School. We 

provide a place where students can publish their work, as well as hone their decision-making skills in regard to the 

publication process. We believe that art, whether written, drawn, photographed or graphically designed, deserves to be shared 

and showcased. Club members meet under the advisorship of English teacher Kate Crosby every Tuesday. The New 

Currency can be found at www.newcurrencymag.weebly.com 

 

 The Orbit:  The Orbit is RMHS’s school newspaper advised by English teacher Zac Broken Rope.  Students meet every 

Tuesday and update the newspaper on an ongoing basis.  The Orbit can be found at http://rmhsorbit.wixsite.com/orbit  

 Playwriting:  In April, Kate McReynolds and Colson Kuliopulos were selected to have their original plays performed at the 

Boston Playwrights’ Theater under the artistic direction of Kate Snodgrass of Boston University.  Also, a read-through was 

performed of Ryan Norton’s play.  Meeting every Wednesday evening from January through April under the leadership of 

English teacher Leia Richardson, students crafted their own original plays for a showcase in the spring and, annually, two 

students receive the honor of having their plays professionally directed and performed onstage.   

  

 Reading for Literacy:  Under the advisorship of English teacher Audra Williams, this new club, founded and spearheaded by 

seniors Ashley Luu and Alice Grimes, seeks to fundraise in order to provide books for underprivileged children.   

 

 Class Advisors: Alexandra Lynch and Christina Clawson continue to serve as Co-Advisors to the Class of 2020.  

 

Beyond the Classroom 

 

 Guest Speakers: In early June, Irving Roth, uncle of English Department member Heather Lombardo, spoke to the 

sophomore class about his experiences as a Holocaust survivor.  Students had studied Elie Wiesel’s Night and some had read 

Mr. Roth’s autobiography, Bondi’s Brother.  We are fortunate that Mr. Roth has been able to speak to students annually. 

   

 On November 16th, author Annie Hartnett, author of Rabbit Cake (a summer reading selection) and other short fiction, will 

do an author reading and Question & Answer session with students.  She will also work with Leia Richardson’s and Kate 

Crosby’s Creative Writing classes. 

 Field Trip:  Sophomore teachers Leia Richardson, Jane Cunningham, and Nathaniel Smith all spearheaded field trips to 

Walden Pond with their sophomores this fall in conjunction with their students’ study of Transcendentalism.   

 

English Department Staff 

 New Teacher:  Nathaniel Smith joins the English Department this year.  Previously a teacher at Salem High School, Natty is 

a graduate of Middlebury College and Tufts University.  He has participated in the National Outdoor Leadership School and 

http://www.newcurrencymag.weebly.com/


is on the Board of Directors for Pinewoods Camp, Inc. in Plymouth where he shares his love and talent for folk dancing.  He 

also has a passion for sailing and has done an SEA Semester abroad.  He currently teaches SCP and Honors sophomores as 

well as SCP Juniors.  Natty is also Co-Advisor to the yearbook. 

 

 Doctoral Studies:  Andrea Mooney continues to pursue her doctorate in Literacy Studies from UMass Lowell.  

 

 Published Author: Kate Crosby was nominated for a Pushcart Prize for her short story, “The Laws of Motion.”  She also 

served as Director’s Assistant at the Bread Loaf School of English in Vermont over the summer.  Kate continues to take 

fiction and creative writing classes at Grub Street in Boston.  

 

RMHS PERFORMING ARTS DEPARTMENT 

 

 The Choral, Band, and Drama Departments are working collaboratively with fundraisers and supporting each other’s events.  

 

 ARTS SPIRIT NIGHT was alive and well in September when the Choruses and Drama Club students attended a Friday night 

football game to support their fellow students: the football players, cheerleaders, marching band, and color guard! 

 
    The Performing Arts Department held their annual Informal Recital and Formal Recital. Our young musicians shared their many 

talents with audience members. 

 
RMHS BAND & COLOR GUARD 

 

 The Marching Band and Jazz Bands received several awards in competitions throughout the year.  

 

 RMHS BPO successfully hosted a NESBA Marching Band competition.  

 

 Jazz Ensemble was invited to play at the hatch shell for the 13th time  

 

 RMHS BPO Hosted both the MAJE Northeast Senior and Junior District Festivals  

 

 Several musicians were recognized for outstanding musicianship at competitions.  

 

 RMHS BPO (Reading Memorial High School Band Parent Organization), continues to support instrumental opportunities for 

our students.  

 

 Several students were excepted to the Northeast Senior and Junior District Festival  

 

 Three students were accepted to the Massachusetts All State Ensembles.   
 

RMHS CHORAL MUSIC 

 

 Many music students were accepted into the Senior Districts and Jr. Districts Music Festivals. 

 

    The Choral Department’s performing groups performed at many events throughout the year: Pep Rally, Festival of Trees, Dickens 

Holiday Craft Faire, Martin Luther King Day, Future Freshman Night, ARTSFEST, Baccalaureate and Graduation. 

 

   Fermata Nowhere and The Crescendudes celebrated the holidays by Caroling in Reading – at various homes, parties, businesses, and 

nursing homes. This gift of music benefits our singers as much as it does the residence of Reading. 

 

 In January, the Music Department continued their tradition of visiting the middle schools, introducing the 8th graders to what they can 

look forward to when they come up to RMHS. This visit is followed by a Music Orientation night where incoming 9th graders and their 

parents can learn more about the high school music program. 

 

   RMHS Choral groups held successful concerts – Winter Songfest and Spring into Song - open to the public, and always an attraction to 

Chorus Alumni. 

 

   The Choral Department held a Karaoke Night for all singers (and wannabe singers).  Students from the high school and middle schools 

enjoyed a fun night of entertainment. 

 



 VOICE (Vocal Organization Inspiring Choral Excellence), continues to support choral opportunities for our students. 

 

 

RMHS DRAMA 

 

 

 Acting classes shared their skills to friends and family in their Acting Showcases. 

 

 The student improv troupe Improvosaurus put on two lively and well-attended performances as well as performing a charity 

event in April.  

 

 Student playwrights wrote ten minute plays that came to life onstage in the playwriting showcase in April. 

 

 The season culminated with a large group of seniors in both performance and technical theatre who, with the guidance of 

Theatre Department staff and mentors, went on to pursue theatrical degrees at some of the nation’s most prestigious theatrical 

programs including; Emerson College, Ithaca College, Fordham University, Pace University, and Carnegie Mellon. 

 

 The Drama Club took its annual trip to Broadway. 

 

ART DEPARTMENT 

 

 Students won awards in all categories at The Boston Globe Scholastic Art awards, including drawing, painting, sculpture, 

ceramics and photography.   

  

 This year students participated in Youth Art Month, a juried art show, where student work was displayed at the 

Transportation Building in Boston. 

 

 In May 2017, Juniors and Seniors in Studio art and AP Art presented their artwork for the AP Art Show.  

 

 Art teachers post to Instagram on a daily basis highlighting the day to day accomplishments of the students in the art 

classrooms.  

 

 Art teachers presented and promoted art classes to Parker and Coolidge students in order to introduce the courses to incoming 

freshman.  

RMHS ATHLETICS 

 

       Middlesex League Championships 

 Cheerleading 2016 

 Girls Swim 2016 

 Gymnastics 2016-2017 

 Girls Ice Hockey 2016-2017 

 Boys Lacrosse 2016-2017 

       More Accomplishments 

 Football- went to Gillette Stadium to play in the Super Bowl 2016 

 Track & Field School Records Broken – Mark Porter and Haley Lightbody 

Coaches 

 Lois Margeson – Boston Globe Girls Swim Coach of the Year 

 David Blanchard – Massachusetts High School Football Coaches Association Assistant Football Coach of the Year 

  

 

 

 



MIDDLE SCHOOLS 

 

PARKER 

 

 

 Parker Leaders participated in service opportunities collecting materials and raising money for Coats for Kids, Toys for Tots, 

Massachusetts Project 351, St. Jude’s Hospital (over 3000), The Reading Food Pantry, Pine Street Inn Kindness Kits and 

Hoops for Hearts. 

 

 Parker staff and students continue to develop and participate in grade level core value activities. 

 

 Parker Middle School Science Olympiad Team participated in competitions. 

 

 Parker teachers attended several conferences including Reading’s Blue Ribbon Institute, SRI Facilitative Leaders and 

Administrator Training, NELMS Annual Conference, School Reform Initiative with Gene Thompson Grove, and Alan 

Blume IEP Writing Training. 

 

 Parker’s math team, the grade 7/8 team placed third overall for the year in their division. 

 

 Multiple Parker students auditioned for and 23 were accepted to perform with the Northeast Junior District Band and Chorus. 

Two students were selected for a small group feature for one of the songs performed. 

 

 Special Events at Parker included:  Reading Food Pantry Drive and Assembly, Community Writing Celebration Day, Heroes 

Among Us Assembly, Science Expo Day; Parent Visitation Day; Winter and Spring concerts including, band, chorus, wind 

ensemble, percussion ensemble, select chorus and jazz band. 

 

 Parker held its 7th annual Heroes Among Us Assembly and honored Molly Callahan, a former Parker student who had 

leukemia throughout middle school but was able to overcome her illness and is now at Georgetown University pursuing a 

degree in Pediatric Oncology Nursing.  She has come full circle and is devoting herself to helping others and giving back.  

Incredibly, Molly also participates annually in the Pan Mass Challenge (Parker donated over $2000 to support her 

participation in the PMC). 

 

 Parker Drama performed 3 shows of the musical “Once on This Island Jr” to be followed by this year’s “My Son, Pinocchio 

Jr.” Over 100 Parker students participated in the show. 

 

 Parker welcomed guest speaker Tara Sullivan (guest author, sponsored by the PTO) to open the Community Writing 

Celebration Day. Teachers, school/district administrators, and community members facilitated writing workshops for Parker 

students all day. 

 

 Parker and Coolidge hosted speaker, Chad Hymas, who presented "Choices." 

 

 Parker students have been chosen to participate in the ADL's World of Difference Program. They will be trained in 

November 2017 and facilitate activities in 6th grade classrooms. 

 

 Parker 7th & 8th grade students participated in Student Led Conferences at Open House presenting portfolios of their work 

and having intimate discussions with their parents and guardians. 

 

 Parker Art and Grade 8 Science teachers continue an Interdisciplinary project: STEAM: Engineering and Art. 

 

 Many Parker staff and student groups donated 3 trees for The REF Festival of Trees. 

 

 Parker Middle School was #1 in the state for all schools on Artsonia.com 

 

 A Parker 7th grader won honorable mention for art in the Scholastic Art and Writing contest for the state. 

 

 REF Grants – Professional Development with Mahesh Sharma (Summer 2017) and Internet/Social Media Safety Education 

Speaker Katie Greer (coming November 2017) 

 

 Three Parker staff presented at the 2017 Blue Ribbon Conference. 

 



 Parker students participated in several educational field trips throughout the year, including a 6th grade trip Dirt Detectives 

trip to Plum Island and Spencer Pierce Little Farm, the annual 7th grade trip to Nature’s Classroom, an 8th grade French trip 

to Quebec, an 8th grade day trip for Spanish students (food demonstration/merengue lesson) and an 8th grade extended day 

trip to Boston. 

 

 Parker hosted 7 students from Ecuador for 5 weeks.  Our students were paired with Ecuadorean girls and were terrific 

ambassadors representing the Reading community. 

 

 A Parker 8th grade elective class held 2 mock trials in January. A parent assisted in the preparation for trial.  

 

 The Reading Middle Schools Select Chorus performed for a luncheon at the Senior Center and at the Festival of Trees. 

 

 Parker chorus & band members collaborated with Coolidge musicians for the annual ArtsFest concert in April while grades 

6-8 student artwork was on display. 

 

 Parker had its first ever 8th grade music festival, where 2 clinicians came to work with the band & chorus, & then after school 

took a trip to Canobie Lake. 

 

 Parker students hosted and participated in the annual Parker Cribbage Tournament, which pairs students with senior citizens 

from the Reading Senior Center. 

 

 Parker 8th grade students participate in mock job fairs throughout the school-year. 

 

 Parker sent one 8th grade student to Project 351 to be an ambassador for the Reading middle schools. Project 351 represents 

351 towns across the state and is an opportunity to encourage public service and to take on a public service project. Our 

student planned and facilitated our first “Showcase for a Cause” in May 2017. Students showcased a talent while representing 

a cause. 

 

 Parker 8th grade students participated in Challenge Day, a day that encourages all participants to “be real” and celebrate 

themselves and each other for who they are. Many staff, parents, district administrators and community members also 

participated. 

 

 Two additional Parker staff members were trained in Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS). 

 

 Parker held its annual National Geographic Bee.  

 

 Several Parker content and Bridge program teachers worked closely with Adam Hickey from the Landmark Outreach 

Program. This included professional development as well as in-classroom coaching in order to learn and implement best 

practices for students within our language based program and beyond. 

 

 Parker has four teachers who provide workshops (Math and ELA) through the Collaborative Project for Professional 

Development (Salem State Collaborative). 

 

 

COOLIDGE 

 

 The Coolidge Science Olympiad Team won the State Championship in March at Assumption College in Worcester. 

 

 The Science Olympiad Team participated in the National Science Olympiad competition at Wright State University, earning 

a 26th place finish out of 60 schools. 

 

 Coolidge received multiple Reading Education Foundation (REF) grants, including: a “Celebrating Students” grant for a 

projection device and sound for the foyer as well as Core Values book titles for grades 6 and 7 (300+ books). 

 

 All Coolidge students participated in various community service events, including Coat's for Kids drive, a fundraiser for a 

local shelter, and we also “adopted” a school (Aldine Middle) in Houston, TX following the hurricane (to which our students 

sent health care items, clothing, gift cards, and letters). 

 

 In December and May, students participated in the Hour of Code and Read Across America, respectively.  In both of these 

instances, Coolidge students worked with students at Birch Meadow to complete coding projects and to read. 

 



 Thanks to a financial donation and financial support of the Coolidge PTO, all 8th graders at Coolidge (and Parker) 

participated in “Challenge Day”, a day that encourages all participants to “Notice; Choose; Act” and to celebrate themselves 

and each other for who they are.  Many staff, parents, and community members also participated. 

 

 In January 2017, Beauty and the Beast, Jr. was presented by over 100 Coolidge students (including both cast and crew 

members) to sold-out audiences in the high school performing arts center. 

 

 In the Scholastic Art and Writing Contest, 7th graders earned one Gold Key, two Silver Keys and three Honorable Mentions. 

 

 In the Wordmaster's Challenge, Team Polaris place fifth overall out of 125 schools for the year 2016-2017. 

 

 The Middle School Jazz Band won a gold medal at the MAJE festival last Spring.   

 

 Coolidge had eight students audition and be accepted at the Northeast Junior District Festival in March. 

 

 Coolidge started a wind ensemble. 

 

 8th grader Anabel Moda was a 2017 Semi-Finalist in the Letters About Literature competition.  Semi-Finalists make it 

through three rounds of judging and represent the top ten percent of letters written in the category this year. 

 
 Katrina Mirogiannis, Julia Mullen, Kylie Encarnacao, and Timmy Duggan were selected for the northeastern district festival 

choruses, held in Wakefield, MA in March 2017. 

 

 In June 2017, current eighth grader Ben Mini organized, hosted, and headlined the third annual Ben's Big Benefit Concert to 

raise money for child- and music-focused charities in the Boston area. Several other Coolidge students performed at the 

concert, including Julia Mullen, Evan Kerr, and Sean Douglass.  Ben was honored by Channel 7’s “Class Act” segment for 

his dedication to community service! 

 

 8th grader Oliva Pineau received an Honorable Mention in Printmaking for the Boston Globe Scholastic Art Awards. 

 

 8th grader Olivia Parzaile received Honorable Mention for the MAEA state flag competition. 

 Six students had artwork featured at the MAEA show in Boston at the Transportation building last spring. 

 

 6th grader Samantha Panarti's artwork was elected as the 6th grade piece to represent the entire state at the National Art 

Education Convention in NYC. 

 

 Many Special Events were made possible at Coolidge thanks to the sponsorship of the PTO, including: Family Math and 

Science Night; Field Day; Olympiad Day; guest author Tara Sullivan; Tanglewood Marionettes; Romeo & Juliet production, 

and much more! 

 

 Multiple Coolidge students participated in the 15th Annual Special Olympics in Malden in May, receiving many accolades for 

their accomplishments as well as an all-school celebrational welcome on their return. 

 

 20+ Coolidge students in the Anti-Defamation League’s “A World of Difference” program participated in trainings, Move-

Up Day, school assemblies, and led 6th graders through activities to build empathy. 

 

 Coolidge teachers attended and presented at several conferences including Reading’s Blue Ribbon Institute, Massachusetts 

Art Education Convention, the National Art Education Convention, and Teaching for Artistic Behavior Un-Conference. 

 

 Art teacher Sarah Doane hosted/mentored a student teacher from Mass Art in the spring of 2017. 

 

 Music teacher Ms. Wentlent had her fifth book published by Alfred Music Publishing: The Women of Western Music, a 

music education resource for teaching about female composers, conductors, teachers, and performers, from Hildegard von 

Bingen to Ella Fitzgerald. 

 

 After a year of dedicated learning and training, Special Education teacher Ms. Herlihy received her Wilson Reading 

Certification requirements. 

 

 Librarian Chris Steinhauser applied to and was earned the opportunity to attended Teacher Con in Philadelphia, a training 

about teaching coding.  She is now teaching the CS Discoveries class - Computer Science for Middle School Students! 



 
ELEMENTARY 

 

BARROWS 

 

 Barrows students participated in a school-wide “Students That are Readers Shine” (STARS) Read-A-Thon and a Reach Out 

And Read event that teachers hosted Barrows families to join them for a reading of their favorite stories. Barrows Shining 

Stars read a total of 203,102 minutes during our Read-A-Thon! (Earning the fun of making their principal dress up in a silly 

costume!) 

 The Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) Leadership committee worked throughout the year to continue to build our 

Tier 1 of the Barrows’ Beliefs (Be Respectful, Be Safe, Persevere, Collaborate) and utilize the school-wide recognition 

utilizing star tickets, and also build in some community incentives like an all-school dance party and buddy class kickball 

games. 

 The School Council committee conducted an all-school survey for parents in order to receive feedback about our School 

Improvement Plan, Barrows’ Beliefs, and our lunchroom offerings. 

 The Wellness, Allergy, Safety, and Health (WASH) committee hosted our all-school field day.  It was a great day to 

collaborate and enjoy our school together as a community. 

 The Fifth Grade Safety Stars hosted Safe Routes to School Walk to School Days to encourage all students to walk to school 

and remind them of safety protocols.  The Safety Stars also volunteered their time to assist teachers with daily prep and 

provide support for younger learners.   

 The entire fifth grade class attended Camp Bournedale for an overnight trip with their future Parker peers from Eaton. 

 Our Barrows Cafeteria Manger Diane Ferguson won state and regional recognition for her efforts. 

 The Barrows Library/Media center continued to implement MakerSpace to support STEM learning, book talks during lunch 

time, birthday book celebrations, and more. 

 Barrows students participated in several community service activities; food drives, coat collection for Anton’s Coats for Kids 

Drive, and the REF Festival of Trees. 

 Local illustrator Scott Magoon came for all-school presentations to share his work with our students. 

 Barrows participated in Operation Gratitude, collecting hundreds of pounds of candy to send to our active troops. 

 Barrows collected $1,181 in cash and gift cards to send to an elementary school in Houston impacted by the hurricane. 

 Barrows held a Veterans Day Assembly during which invited Barrows family members that served in the military attended 

and were thanked and celebrated for their service. 

 Barrows participated in its’ annual Beautification Day, which included students planting veggies, flowers and herbs to make 

our school beautiful! Donations from our PTO and REF allowed for grades to have special spots around the campus and to 

implement brand new planting beds. 

 We continued our learning across grades 1-5 with Understanding Disabilities  

 The Barrows staff continued to participate in professional development activities, both during district Professional Learning 

Community (PLC) times and during building-based work.  Areas of focus included implementation of the Common Core 

Standards, Writers Workshop curriculum, Open Circle, Math in Focus, technology, literacy, social emotional development, 

data collection, school-wide initiatives, and strategies to meet the needs of our various students. 

 Annual Barrows school community events were held including the PTO back to school picnic, Talent Show, Fun Run, 

Monster Mash, Craft Fair, Barrows Recital & Fine Arts celebration, 5th grade celebration, Student Vs. Staff basketball game, 

K graduation, the wax museum, 3rd grade Colonial Day and more. 

 Held our first Turkey Trot hosted by PE teacher Mrs. Atwood 

 Raised and released endangered Monarch Butterflies and observed their life cycles 

 The Barrows Student Council hosted spirit weeks and participated in some of our community service events. 

 Participated in the International Day of Play, and “Dot Day” as a school community 

 Acquired and utilized two BreakoutEDU kits for hands-on engaging learning opportunities. 

 

 



BIRCH MEADOW 

 Birch Meadow welcomed one new classroom teachers and four new special ed paraeducators to the staff in Fall, 2017. 

 In April 2017, Birch Meadow staff, students and families held a walk to raise money for Together for Tewksbury to set up a 

scholarship in memory of Jolene Tewksbury. 

 In September 2017, Birch Meadow families enjoyed our annual Welcome Back picnic and Book Fair. 

 Birch Meadow Student Council participated in the Reading Educational Foundation’s Festival of the Trees 

 Birch Meadow Student Council raised money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Foundation through the Pennies for Patients 

program 

 Birch Meadow continued to use the “Birch Meadow Yay” program to immediately recognize students and staff who 

demonstrate positive behaviors in and around school. 

 The Birch Meadow staff continued to participate in professional development opportunities around implementation of 

Writer’s Workshop, mathematics, reading and social emotional learning. 

 In March 2017, Birch Meadow Student Council and the assistant principal organized, advertised and facilitated movie nights 

for Birch Meadow families. 

 Birch Meadow Student Council hosted a school store to build school spirit and pride and teach responsibility and leadership. 

 In November 2017, The WASH committee organized the Health and Wellness Fair including topics exercise, home and street 

safety, sleep habits, and mindfulness. 

 Birch Meadow continued with the school and community tradition of the Spooky Fun Fair and Monster Mash in October. 

 Students and staff at Birch Meadow participated in monthly walk to school and spirit days. 

 The Birch Meadow students accomplished their reading goal in the Read Across America program.  Ms. Hendrix dressed as 

an owl for the day to celebrate their achievement. 

 

 Birch Meadow PTO provided enrichment programs for Grades K-5 including trips to Parker Tavern, BSO, and the Acton 

Discovery Center. 

 

 Birch Meadow students in grade 5 participated in an overnight environmental field trip to Nature’s Classroom in Freedom, 

New Hampshire. 

 

 The annual Intercultural Potluck took place at Birch Meadow with families celebrating diversity through music, dance, food 

and activities. 

 

 Birch Meadow students under the direction of PE teacher, Patrick McCracken, participated in “Jump Rope for Heart” 

campaign, raising funds for the American Heart Association and Together for Tewksbury. 

 

 

 QBS certification and recertification was completed by teachers and paraeducators. 

 

 Core Values are reinforced at whole school assemblies. 

 

 Grade level teams held data team meetings every six to seven weeks to examine student data and plan instruction. 

 

 A Scheduling Committee met in spring and summer, 2017, to set schedule priorities and draft the school schedule. 

 

 A Safety Committee was created to examine safety protocols in the school, refine our fire drill/evacuation procedures, and 

plan ALICE Drills. 

 

JOSHUA EATON 

 

 Joshua Eaton MTSS team presented at the Blue Ribbon conference. 

 

 The Joshua Eaton principal presented MTSS standards and practices to Melrose administrative team 

 

 Joshua Eaton holds their annual Veterans Day program.  

 



 The Joshua Eaton Jaguar Jog was held in the spring. Students from the Reading Memorial High School Cross Country track 

teams came to assist with the event.  

 

 Joshua Eaton hosted the second annual Jr. Author Fest to celebrate student writing. Over 600 pieces of student writing was on 

display and shared during the day and at night. 

 

 Joshua Eaton student safeties reinforce the school values and help daily routines 

 

 The Joshua Eaton student council took part in the Festival of Trees. 

 

 Joshua Eaton hosted a week of “Music Informances” for parents to see first-hand the talent and happenings in our music 

classes.   

 

 Multiple staff members present at the National Blue Ribbon Conference in Reading Public Schools 

 

 Joshua Eaton PTO events such as the Halloween Howl, Adult Social, Field Day, Back to School picnic, Walk to School 

Days, Ice Cream Social and Authorfest enhance the school culture 

 

 Our school collected and donated to Coats for Kids 

 

 The Joshua Eaton MTSS revised our recognition system supporting students who display our school values 

 

 Joshua Eaton hosted the newly named “Carregal Classic”.  This included a “Dad’s” football game, bake sale put on by the 

Joshua Eaton staff and Corn Hole Tournament at Biltmore and Main to benefit the Carregal and another Reading family.   

 

 Student videos were created that show our school values. 

 

 The Wellness, Allergy, Safety and Health (WASH) Committee consisting of teachers and parents continued to meet regularly 

to commit to the safety of all students. 

 

 Fifth grade students attended the overnight field trip to Camp Bournedale to take part in hands-on science and team building 

activities with peers from Barrows Elementary School. 

 

 All students continue to learn about the grade-level technology standards so that they can appropriately use technology to 

enhance their learning. 

 

 Joshua Eaton welcomes new principal LisaMarie Ippolito on July 1, 2017.  

 

 

J. W. KILLAM 

 

 The Killam School welcomed Mrs. Kameka Rees, Fourth Grade Teacher, Mrs. Stacie Burke, Therapeutic Support Program 

Teacher, Ms. Elizabeth Kelly, Special Education Teacher, Mrs. Erica Boran, Kindergarten Teacher, Brooke Ryan, Tutor, 

Nicole Lapiana, Para Educator, and Mrs. Muriel Hall and Ms. Rebecca Griffin, Cafeteria Staff, for the 2017-2018 school 

year. 

 

 Reading Rotary continued to donate backpacks with books for our Kindergarten students and trees to our Grade 5 students 

for Arbor Day. 

 

 The Wellness, Allergy, Safety and Health (WASH) Committee consisting of teachers and parents continued to meet regularly 

to commit to the safety of all students. At the end of the 2017 school year, the committee decided to broaden its community 

outreach and embed this work as part of the School Council. 

 

 Based on the suggestions of the WASH Committee, the daily schedule now reflects morning meeting time, recess before 

lunch, and mindfulness practices. 

 

 We enhanced the Health and Wellness efforts by offering recess choices that encouraged children to use mindful techniques 

that help them make a personal choice that best reflects their needs, such as high energy sports activities or calming coloring 

and craft activities. 

 



 TRRFCC (Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring, and Citizenship) Character Program continues to be 

strong in the Killam community and school-wide expectations were developed and shared with the entire community based 

on the MTSS model. 

 

 As part of an ongoing effort to make sure all students feel connected, safe, and supported, a mentoring program was 

established. 

 

 The Killam 4th-5th Students Service Squad remained active in showing their citizenship by volunteering their time to do a 

variety of jobs around the school, supporting teachers and students. Students were chosen based on those who demonstrated 

our core values. 

 

 The Killam students demonstrated our TRRFCC core values by participating in Jump Rope for Heart, Food Pantry donations, 

Anton’s Coats for Kids Drive, donating Halloween Candy to the Troops in Afghanistan and REF Festival of Trees and the 

Annual Killam Beautification Day.   

 

 Killam staff continues to recognize individual students who demonstrate our TRRFCC core values.  Classes are also 

recognized for collaboratively demonstrating these values and are presented with “Golden Awards”   

 

 Teachers from Killam attended a variety of professional development opportunities provided both by the district and by other 

organizations.   These include PD in the area of Writing, Math, Social Thinking, Open Circle, Science, Behavior 

Management, Health and Wellness, the Fine Arts. 

 

 To continue embedded professional development practices, a lab classroom was identified where scheduled and flexible 

classroom observations are ongoing. This work allows staff within the school and district to reflect upon on best-practices in 

the area of ELA. 

 

 Killam PTO continued to fund enrichment programs for Grades K-5 both with curriculum related field trips and in-house 

enrichment programs.  All fifth grade students in the district participated in the overnight enrichment field trip at Nature’s 

Classroom in Freedom, NH as part of their science studies and social-emotional learning. 

 

 The use of technology continuously increases with the addition of new laptops in the media center and mini labs.    

 

 The use of iPads was used to enhance student learning in 21st Century skills. 

 

 The use of iRobots has increased the students’ understanding of coding and the Science and Technology standards. 

 

 As members of the District-wide Chorus our students in Grades 3-5 presented a winter and spring concert for parents. 

 

 Killam continues with our monthly all school meetings to promote our TRRFCC behavior expectations. 

 

 Killam School presented their annual Halloween Bash and Family Picnics. 

 

 To celebrate National Poetry Month in April, Killam’s second through fifth grade students learned about all different types of 

poetry and wrote their own poems during their Media Center classes.  Their original poems were submitted to the National 

Schools Poetry Project sponsored by the Young American Poetry Digest.  The National Schools Poetry Project has been 

reviewing and selecting young authors’ poems for publication for the last twenty-three years.  Their reviewers selected 109 of 

our Killam students’ poems to be published in the 2017 Young American Poetry Digest. Killam School was awarded a $100 

prize for being one of the top 10 schools from across the Nation with the largest number of published student authors.  Our 

school name will be on the Young American Poetry Digest website listing our accomplishment as a top 10 contributing 

school.  

 

 In connection with Susan Hood’s author visit to the Reading Public Library, Killam’s fourth and fifth graders participated in 

an at home design challenge that was inspired by the true story Ada’s Violin: The Story of the Recycled Orchestra of 

Paraguay by Susan Hood and the documentary featured on 60 Minutes called Landfill Harmonic. At home design challenges 

are part of the Killam Media Center's S.T.E.A.M. related curriculum that utilizes Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 

and Math.  Just like the children featured in Hood’s book, Killam’s students needed to create working musical instruments 

using only recycled materials.  Fourth grader Justin Canada's handmade xylophone won first place.  He made this instrument 

by using different types of wood that were left over from construction on an addition of his family's home. Justin brought his 

handmade xylophone to the author visit at the Reading Public Library and showed author Susan Hood how to play it.   

 



 In 2016 our Killam third and fifth graders became the first school in Massachusetts to win the FBI’s National Cyber Safety 

contest.  This past year, we competed again with our third, fourth and fifth graders and earned a respectable 9 th place spot 

with a combined score of 91.2%.  We plan to compete again this coming school year and hope to make the National FBI Safe 

Online Surfing Leaderboard of Top 10 Schools for our fourth year in a row. 

 

 

WOOD END 

 

 We welcomed one new classroom teacher, two new special educators, and a new reading specialist, and three new 

paraeducators to the Wood End team. 

 

 The Leadership Team, with the tremendous support of teaching staff, successfully implemented a mentoring program as part 

of our Tier 2 system of supports to better meet the individual needs of students requiring more targeted interventions.  

 

 Wood End has partnered with Reading Memorial High School to provide alternative support to some of our struggling 

students through a restorative practice program, providing them an opportunity to work with younger students.  

 

 Our Student Council members hosted an all-school celebration to honor and recognize our Veterans. Students and staff 

participated in a “Hats Off to Vets” fundraiser, donating $1 to wear a hat to school for the day. All proceeds were donated to 

the Home Base Program to provide support to our soldiers and their families. 

 

 Student Council continues to lead our school in monthly spirit days and major fundraising events to support local 

organizations including Reading Food Pantry, Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, and the Home Base Program. 

 

 Our community collected more than 400 coats and jackets for the annual Coats for Kids fundraiser.  

 

 Health & Wellness teacher Chris Bauer led our most successful “Jump Rope for Heart” fundraiser collecting over $10,000 

for the American Heart Association! 

 

 Students and their families collected Box Tops, raising more than $1,600 for our school.  

 

 Wood End students and families held another successful “Read Across America” program. Students reading more than 1,500 

hours and we celebrated our favorite event, Grandparents Day, by inviting some special guests to read with all our classes. 

 

 Two very dedicated and energetic parents, Kelly Mahoney & Lisa Zucchero, continued to lead our morning BOKS program 

for students. This is our 4th year providing this amazing physical fitness program for students in grades K-5. Students attend 

the program two days a week from 7:30-8:10 AM.   

 

 Wood End staff participated in the Reading Educational Foundation’s “Festival of Trees” celebration donating a “beach-

themed” tree for the event.  

 

 Fifth grade students attended the overnight field trip to Nature’s Classroom in Freedom, NH this year, taking part in hands-on 

science and team building activities with peers from all 5 elementary schools in Reading.  

 

 The Wood End special education programs and space were once again restructured and classrooms relocated to better meet 

the diverse needs of our students, including enlarged space for our ever-growing Crossroads program.  

 

 Several students from our special education programs took part in the annual School Day Games sponsored by the Special 

Olympics held in Malden.  

 

 Fifth grade students took advantage of a morning “coding club” hosted by Mrs. Commito building their skills in math, 

technology, team work, and problem-solving. In addition, these students used a variety of apps to program and control robots 

that were purchased through a grant from REF. 

 

 Wood End staff and families enjoyed the annual Trivia Night sponsored by our PTO. This event raised more than $17,000 for 

our school community with most of the funding used for the outdoor classroom, enrichment programs, professional 

development for staff, alternative classroom seating, books for our library, and teacher reimbursements.  

 

 Wood End PTO generously funded more than $14,000 in enrichment programs for our students including a visit from author 

David Kelly, and field trips to the Boston Symphony, Ipswich River Wildlife Sanctuary, Boston Tea Party, and Salem Witch 

Museum.  



 

 Construction was completed on the outdoor classroom behind our library media center. The space now contains a concrete 

stamped patio, wooden benches, perennial gardens, and crates filled with class supplies for students and teachers to use 

outside. This project was funded by our very generous PTO, with additional support provided by Reading DPW, who poured 

concrete slabs, regraded and seeded the area. 

 

 Wood End staff and administration took part in a variety of professional development opportunities, workshops and 

conferences including Positive Behavioral Supports for Students New England Conference, Writers Workshop, Readers 

Workshop, Down Syndrome Conference, and Open Circle.  

 

 Wood End’s professional staff and administration presented at a variety of conferences including Blue Ribbon, 

Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents, and Massachusetts Association of School Council  

 

 All elementary schools participated in the annual Read Across America celebration. 

 

 All elementary schools continue to implement Allergy Guidelines. 

 

 Several students won the annual RMLD T-shirt design contest. 

 

 LEGO Robotics:  Under the leadership and dedicated efforts of David Ventola and several parent volunteers, over 100 

elementary students participated in the Second Annual Lego Robotics invitational in January.  The momentum continues as 

we now have teams at both the elementary and middle school for this year. 

 

 Elementary teachers continue to focus on Open Circle curriculum initiatives. 

 

SCHOOL NUTRITION DEPARTMENT 
  

 Dianne Ferguson was awarded the School Nutrition Association Massachusetts Manager of the year as well as Regional 

Manager of the year. This is a major accomplishment that is achieved through a rigorous nomination and approval process. 

Dianne accepted her Regional award in Atlanta, GA at the Annual National Conference and her state award, accompanied by 

Karleen Sayman, Dr. John Doherty, Gail Dowd, and Kristin Morello at the Annual Fall Conference in Worcester, MA. 

 

 Karleen Sayman, Nutrition Site Coordinator, managed the launch of our on-line Nutri Slice menus. These menus offer the 

opportunity for each school to customize their menu with everything to daily sides and alternates to specials and school-wide 

event. Visit us at https://readingps.nutrislice.com/menu 

 

 RMHS decorated and re-merchandised the HS cafeteria, outside the bank, and the stairwell to function as a cohesive area 

both educating students and creating a more appealing space. This was done with a Logo contest in which a student names 

the new café as the Launch Pad. 

 

 Dianne Ferguson of Barrows Elementary School received a nomination for the SNA of Massachusetts as School Lunch hero 

award.  

 

 Participated in the Festival of the Trees both supporting the local Education Foundation and further marketing the program to 

the public. This year we the staff had a Rainbow of Healthy Flavors and it was very popular. 

 

 School Nutrition Staff participated in Allergen Awareness Certification, Epi-Pen, Civil Rights, Ethics, and Mandated 

Reporter Trainings. 

 

 Several staff received their Serv Safe recertification and has achieved the School Nutrition Association Certificate level 1 

status. 

 

 Staff participated in the School Nutrition Association’s three area trainings as well as two Director-level trainings.  

 

 The School Nutrition Department provided outstanding catering services to numerous professional development workshops 

and conferences in the district as well as participating in the Rotary Club Taste of Metro North. In an attempt to market the 

School Nutrition Program better, we participated in this event featuring local restaurants. 

 

 Worked with the Nursing Director and all school nurses to collaborate on safety for students with allergies in the cafeteria. 

 

 Coordinated major repairs to the Parker refrigeration and freezer and replaced equipment at Birch Meadow, Killam, and HS. 

https://readingps.nutrislice.com/menu


 

 The School Nutrition Department remains fiscally sound in a year when most school district food service departments 

experienced a loss in sales and lower revolving fund balances. 

 
RISE  

 

 The RISE preschool staff participated in a sign language course at SEEM Collaborative. 

 

 The RISE staff increased the number of staff participating in de-escalation techniques through QBS training. 

 

 RISE staff participated in a book group, Talking, Drawing, Writing, Lessons for Our Youngest Writers by Martha Horn & 

Mary Ellen Giacobbe in order to better develop their understanding of age-appropriate writing instruction at the preschool 

level. 

 

 The preschool staff continues to expand the implementation of the MTSS (Massachusetts Tiered System of Support) focusing 

on positive behavioral expectations of preschool students. They are working with a DESE behavioral coach to implement 

PBS (Positive Behavior Supports) Pyramid Model structures.  There are currently 18 school districts across the state 

incorporating this model. 

 

 The RISE students and families participated in a PTN sponsored book-a-thon fundraiser in honor of Dr. Seuss' birthday and 

invited community leaders to read to each preschool class celebrating Dr. Seuss’ birthday. 

 

 RISE staff members continue to participate in professional development activities within Reading as well as attend 

workshops outside of Reading.  Staff completed coursework through Lesley College on developing Trauma Sensitive 

classrooms.  Several preschool teachers received the SEI endorsement for teaching English Language Learners.  

 

EXTENDED DAY PROGRAM  

 

 The Extended Day Program currently has 546 children enrolled across the five elementary schools and both RISE Preschools. 

 

 Programs include two before school options, after school until 6 p.m. and a Wednesday only option until 3:30 p.m. 

 

 The Extended Day program is available on in-service days and the February and April vacation weeks.  It has grown 

considerably to include over 200 children on in-service days.  Coverage has also started to be offered at the RISE Preschool 

level due to the increased enrollment. 

 

 Wednesday afternoon enrichment programs continue to be offered.  

 

 With the addition of after school enrichment programs on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays at all five elementary 

schools, the Extended Day children are given a $40 discount towards classes if they are held on their regularly scheduled day.  

 

 Building Monitors at each elementary school to ensure the safety of all students and staff in the mornings starting at 7:00am 

and in the afternoons until closing at 6:00pm. 

 

 Site Coordinators at each elementary school to aid in the flow of communication with parents, address issues and concerns, 

and provide overall support at the school level. 

 

 Extended day staff participated in professional development opportunities including CPR, First Aid and QBS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



State Release of Spring 2017 MCAS Data 
An Update from the Assistant Superintendent for Learning & Teaching                          October 2017 
 

 

 

MCAS Results Released by DESE 
 

As you may know, the Massachusetts Department of Secondary and Elementary Education (DESE) released 

results today for last spring’s state assessments.  This includes Grades 3-8 “Next-Generation” MCAS results for 

both English Language Arts and Mathematics, the Science and Technology/Engineering MCAS results for 

Grades 5/8/10, as well as the high school MCAS results for English Language Arts and Mathematics.   

 

The MCAS assessment data are assembled in several different tables below. In addition to the achievement 

levels in each content area, we have also created tables to review the median Student Growth Percentiles, as that 

data also provide us important information.  The Student Growth Percentile (SGP) measures how much a 

student’s performance has improved from one year to the next relative to his or her academic peers (other 

students statewide with similar achievement results in prior years).   

 

Below are some important points from the DESE regarding the results  

for the “next-generation” MCAS . . .  

 

 The results released this week include scores from the next-generation MCAS, an updated version of the test 
that was given for the first time in spring 2017 to students in grades 3-8 in English language arts and 
mathematics. Eventually, all MCAS tests will be next-generation MCAS.  

 

 The next-generation MCAS was developed after the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education voted in 
November 2015 to create a next-generation, computer-based, and Massachusetts-specific test. It is an updated 
version of the nearly 20-year-old MCAS assessment and focuses on students' critical thinking abilities, ability to 
apply their knowledge and ability to make connections between reading and writing. It gives a clearer signal of 
readiness for the next grade level, and the majority of students in grades 3-8 took the next-generation MCAS on 
a computer. The DESE expects that the move to computer-based testing should be complete by spring 2019.  

 

 The achievement score levels for the next-generation MCAS are different from those of the legacy MCAS. Next-
generation MCAS scores fall into these four categories: Exceeding Expectations, Meeting Expectations, Partially 
Meeting Expectations, and Not Meeting Expectations.  

 

 Approximately fifty percent of grades 3-8 students in the state are already scoring in the Meeting or Exceeding 
Expectations categories on the new test. Some students will find, however, that they scored Proficient on the 
legacy MCAS in 2016 but only Partially Meeting Expectations on the next-generation MCAS in 2017. Students, 
parents and educators should keep in mind that: 

 

o In general, the new standards for Meeting Expectations are more rigorous than the standards for 
reaching the Proficient level on the legacy MCAS. 

o Massachusetts educators set the new standards to help signal students’ readiness for the next grade 
level and indicate when students might need additional help to succeed. Ultimately, this will give 
students a better sense of what they need to do to be prepared for college or other post-secondary 
training.  

o Spring 2017 is a baseline year for a new test in grades 3-8, and spring 2017 scores should not be 
compared to previous years’ scores. 

 

 The fact that approximately 50 percent of students were Meeting Expectations or above in each of the next-
generation MCAS grades and subjects reflects the scoring standards that 125 Massachusetts educators set this 
summer when they reviewed test questions and student responses and compared them to what students need 
to know to be successful in the next grade. 



 

o The 50 percent is not a grading curve; it is where the scores fell after educators set the standards. The 
educators valued both readiness for the next grade level and consistent expectations across grades.  

o A higher percentage of students are likely to score Meeting Expectations or above in future years as 
students and schools become more familiar with the tests' expectations.  

o The consistency of the scoring standards is one benefit of creating the entire grades 3-8 next-generation 
MCAS at once. The legacy MCAS began in isolated grades and was introduced in other grades in 
subsequent years, each time requiring a separate standard setting process for that specific test. That 
meant that while, for instance, the fourth-grade scoring standards were the same every year, they did 
not necessarily reflect the same level of expectations as the third- or fifth-grade scoring standards.  

 

 High school students are still taking the legacy MCAS tests. The next-generation tests will be introduced at the 
high school level in spring 2019. 

 

 All “Next-Generation” MCAS schools (Grade 3-8 schools) who meet participation and graduation rate 
requirements will not receive an accountability level. 

 

 2017 Assessment results will serve as the new baseline for target-setting in 2018 and beyond. 
 

 Parents should receive their child's scores from their school district in late October or early November.   

 

As all the data has just been made released, staff are continuing to review all the information that is now 

available for each school, grade level, and content area.  We are also, of course, continuing to improve the 

curriculum, instruction, and assessment in all content areas and grade levels in order to better align with the 

“next-generation” state assessments.  In upcoming weeks, the district, school, and student results will be used to 

identify our current strengths and weaknesses, review curriculum and instructional alignment, and identify 

appropriate interventions for students where applicable. We will also utilize released assessment items—

including test questions, scoring rubrics, and examples of scored student responses—to inform our practice.  

 

An overview presentation of the district assessment data will be given for the School Committee later this fall, 

and each school will also be doing its own school-level presentation in order to more fully discuss and identify 

each school’s individual progress.   

 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact your school Principal or the district administration offices.  Below 

also are several links to the DESE website for further information about Reading’s results and the next-

generation MCAS. 
 

Reading Public Schools / DESE Assessment Profile 
http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/mcas/achievement_level.aspx?linkid=32&orgcode=02460000&orgtypecode=5& 
 

Parents’ Guide to the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/e-learning/mcas-parentguide/content/index.html#/?_k=e82zj7 
 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) about next-generation MCAS Results 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/parents/results-faq.html 

http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/mcas/achievement_level.aspx?linkid=32&orgcode=02460000&orgtypecode=5&
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/e-learning/mcas-parentguide/content/index.html#/?_k=e82zj7
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/parents/results-faq.html


 

English Language Arts & Mathematics MCAS 
For Reading Memorial High School (with overall state data and also 2016/2015 results) 
 
 

 

 

 

 
  

Prof or 
Higher 

 
Adv 

 
Prof 

 
NI 

 
W 

 

Prof or 
Higher 

 
Adv 

 
Prof 

 
NI 

 
W 

 

Prof or 
Higher 

 
Adv 

 
Prof 

 
NI 

 
W 

RMHS ELA 97 59 38 3 0 99 64 35 1 0 98 69 29 1 1 

RMHS Math 94 68 26 4 2 93 70 23 5 2 92 74 18 7 2 
State HS ELA 91 47 44 6 3 92 47 45 6 3 91 49 42 6 3 

State HS Math 79 53 26 14 8 78 54 24 15 8 78 53 25 13 8 
 

Adv=Advanced / Prof=Proficient / NI=Needs Improvement / W=Warning (Failing) 
 

 

 

2017 
High School Student Growth Percentiles (SGP) 

 

 
2016 

 

 
2015 

 

 

 

 
 

%  
High 

Growth 

 
% 

Moderate 
Growth 

 
%  

Low 
Growth 

 
%  

Moderate to  
High Growth 

 
 

Median  
SGP 

 
%  

Moderate to  
High Growth 

 
 

Median  
SGP 

 
%  

Moderate to  
High Growth 

 
 

Median  
SGP 

RMHS ELA 36 19 45 55 44 57 48 58 46 

RMHS Math 34 22 45 56 46 62 55 64 54.5 
 

 

Massachusetts measures growth for students by comparing the change in their achievement on statewide assessments to that of their “academic 

peers” (all other students in the state who previously had similar historical assessment results).  The state defines moderate (or expected) growth to be 

between the 40-60 percentile, with low growth as below the 40th percentile and high above the 60th percentile. 

 
 

Science and Technology/Engineering MCAS 
For all Reading Public Schools (with overall state data and also 2016/2015 results) 

 
 

 

2017 
Science and Technology/Engineering MCAS 
(Percentage of Students, by school, at each achievement score level) 

 

 
2016 

 
2015 

 

 

 

 

Prof or 
Higher 

 

Adv 

 

Prof 

 

NI 
 

W 

 

Prof or 
Higher 

 

Adv 
 

Prof 
 

NI 
 

W 

 

Prof or 
Higher 

 

Adv 
 

Prof 
 

NI 
 

W 

Barrows 69 27 42 30 1 47 8 39 47 6 61 15 46 32 7 

Birch Meadow 44 21 23 44 13 57 18 39 36 6 60 15 45 36 4 

Eaton 55 22 33 38 7 54 21 33 43 3 78 20 58 20 3 

Killam 57 15 42 38 6 53 18 35 38 9 61 8 53 32 6 

Wood End 71 31 40 24 6 72 19 53 26 2 72 20 52 25 3 

Coolidge 55 7 48 32 14 46 5 41 39 14 38 1 37 51 12 

Parker 62 3 59 33 5 61 8 53 34 5 58 2 56 35 7 

RMHS 89 39 50 11 1 92 40 52 8 0 86 37 49 13 1 

State Gr 5 46 17 29 39 15 47 16 31 38 14 51 16 35 37 13 

State Gr 8 40 3 37 40 20 41 6 35 40 19 42 3 39 40 18 

State HS 74 32 42 21 5 73 29 44 21 5 71 27 44 23 5 
 

Adv=Advanced / Prof=Proficient / NI=Needs Improvement / W=Warning (Failing) 

 

 

2017 
High School English Language Arts 

and Mathematics MCAS 
(Percentage of Students at each achievement score level) 

 
2016 

 
2015 



2017 English Language Arts  
 
 

Next-Generation MCAS Achievement Levels: 
 Exceeding Expectations 

 Meeting Expectations 

 Partially Meeting Expectations 

 Not Meeting Expectations 
 
 

 

2017 
English Language Arts / MCAS 
(Percentage of students, by school and grade level, at each achievement level) 
 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

Not meeting 
expectations 

 
 

 
 

Partially 
Meeting 

expectations 

 
 

 
 

Meeting 
expectations 

 
 

 
 

Exceeding 
expectations 

 
 

2017 
 

Meeting or 
Exceeding 

Expectations 
 

 

 

 

State Grade 3 10 42 39 8 47 

 Grade 4 10 42 41 7 48 

 Grade 5 10 42 43 6 49 

Barrows Grade 3 0 31 57 11 68 

 Grade 4 4 26 53 17 70 

 Grade 5 1 37 55 6 61 

Birch Meadow Grade 3 2 30 59 10 69 

 Grade 4 4 39 44 13 57 

 Grade 5 7 45 42 6 48 

Eaton Grade 3 8 39 47 5 52 

 Grade 4 5 36 51 5 56 

 Grade 5 6 46 36 13 49 

Killam Grade 3 4 49 44 3 47 

 Grade 4 1 39 45 15 60 

 Grade 5 0 44 53 3 56 

Wood End Grade 3 9 26 57 9 66 

 Grade 4 7 27 46 20 66 

 Grade 5 4 34 57 4 61 

State Grade 6 10 39 43 7 50 

 Grade 7 11 39 44 6 50 

 Grade 8 11 39 41 8 49 

Coolidge Grade 6 6 30 55 10 65 

 Grade 7 3 15 63 19 82 

 Grade 8 6 28 48 18 66 

Parker Grade 6 3 30 53 14 67 

 Grade 7 3 27 58 12 70 

 Grade 8 6 34 54 6 60 

 
 
 
 
 

(See next page for Math results) 
 

 
  



2017 Mathematics  
 

Next-Generation MCAS Achievement Levels: 
 Exceeding Expectations 

 Meeting Expectations 

 Partially Meeting Expectations 

 Not Meeting Expectations 
 
 

 

2017 
Mathematics / MCAS 
(Percentage of students, by school and grade level, at each achievement level) 
 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

Not meeting 
expectations 

 
 

 
 

Partially 
Meeting 

expectations 

 
 

 
 

Meeting 
expectations 

 
 

 
 

Exceeding 
expectations 

 
 

2017 
 

Meeting or 
Exceeding 

Expectations 
 

 

 

State Grade 3 13 38 42 7 49 

 Grade 4 13 39 43 6 49 

 Grade 5 10 44 39 7 46 

Barrows Grade 3 10 28 52 10 62 

 Grade 4 4 21 57 19 76 

 Grade 5 3 34 55 7 62 

Birch Meadow Grade 3 2 19 65 14 79 

 Grade 4 7 26 63 4 67 

 Grade 5 10 45 35 10 45 

Eaton Grade 3 14 26 52 9 61 

 Grade 4 13 27 51 10 61 

 Grade 5 6 46 36 13 49 

Killam Grade 3 10 43 43 4 47 

 Grade 4 3 40 44 13 57 

 Grade 5 4 56 31 10 41 

Wood End Grade 3 9 20 52 20 72 

 Grade 4 10 22 61 7 68 

 Grade 5 4 34 51 10 61 

State Grade 6 11 39 42 7 49 

 Grade 7 12 42 38 9 47 

 Grade 8 11 42 39 9 48 

Coolidge Grade 6 7 24 64 5 69 

 Grade 7 2 20 64 14 78 

 Grade 8 8 28 38 26 64 

Parker Grade 6 3 40 54 4 58 

 Grade 7 2 24 62 13 75 

 Grade 8 4 38 46 12 58 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

(See next page for SGP information)  



Student Growth Percentiles (SGP)  
 

Massachusetts measures growth for individual students by comparing the change in their achievement on statewide assessments to 
that of their “academic peers” (all other students in the state who previously had similar historical assessment results).  The state 
defines moderate (or expected) growth to be between the 40-60 percentile, with low growth as below the 40th percentile and high 
growth as above the 60th percentile. 
 

 

English Language Arts / Mathematics  

Student Growth Percentiles (Median SGP) 
 
 

 

School/Grade 
 

English Language Arts 
2017 MCAS 
2016 PARCC / 2015 PARCC 
 

 

Mathematics  
2017 MCAS 
2016 PARCC / 2015 PARCC 

 

 
 

 
 

2017 
SGP 

 

2016 
SGP 

 

2015 
SGP 

 

2017 
SGP 

 

2016 
SGP 

 

2015 
SGP 

 

Barrows Grade 3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 Grade 4 54.0 60.5 54.0 69.0 51.5 83.0 

 Grade 5 34.0 31.0 62.0 38.0 30.0 46.0 

Birch  Grade 3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 Grade 4 47.0 58.5 62.0 59.0 54.0 76.0 

 Grade 5 37.0 53.0 49.0 44.0 49.0 62.0 

Eaton Grade 3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 Grade 4 62.0 41.0 60.0 65.5 58.0 69.0 

 Grade 5 53.0 65.5 68.5 57.0 59.0 90.0 

Killam Grade 3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 Grade 4 46.0 55.0 44.5 55.5 50.0 47.0 

 Grade 5 48.0 64.0 53.5 52.0 54.0 48.0 

Wood End Grade 3 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 Grade 4 57.0 56.0 50.5 57.0 31.0 64.0 

 Grade 5 53.0 47.0 67.0 77.0 78.0 93.0 

Coolidge Grade 6 50.0 53.0 62.0 48.0 68.0 60.0 

 Grade 7 72.0 62.0 70.5 58.0 72.5 68.0 

 Grade 8 61.5 68.0 58.5 65.5 69.0 53.5 

 Algebra I N/A N/A N/A N/A 70.0 84.0 

Parker Grade 6 60.5 67.0 65.0 48.0 72.0 73.0 

 Grade 7 48.5 56.0 69.0 55.5 57.0 54.0 

 Grade 8 31.0 45.0 48.0 35.0 29.0 33.0 

 Algebra I N/A N/A N/A N/A 65.0 81.5 
 

 

 
 

 

School 
 

 

2017 Accountability Level 

RMHS Level 2 

Coolidge N/A 

Parker N/A 

Barrows N/A 

Birch Meadow N/A 

Eaton N/A 

Killam N/A 

Wood End N/A 
  


